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I. CALL TO ORDER
· Meeting called to order at 10:00 am
· Roll Call, Quorum Achieved.
	In Attendance: (P=Present, E=Excused, A=Absent, O=Online Attendance)
	County Staff Present: 

	O. Farmer (Chair) = P
G. Owens = P
J. Phair =  P
F. Jaffin  =  E
J. LoParo  =  P
	D. Williamson (Vice Chair) =  P
N. Harrison =  P
M. Gilmore =  O
K. Warner =  A
R. Forbes =  P

	Jennifer Stephens Pierre = O
Esperanza Contreras = P
Rhoda Turner



 


II. AGENDA/DISCUSSION ITEMS
	Item
	Discussion/Recommendations

	Adopt Agenda
	Meeting agenda adopted by Commission as read.

	Approval of Meeting Minutes  
	Minutes for November 20, 2023, and January 2024 meetings were approved by Commission.

	Public Comment
	None

	Removal of Commissioner Parshall
	Commissioner Forbes motioned to remove R. Parshall, motion seconded by Commission Phair.  All commissioners present approved motion.

	Sub-Committee Reports
	· Membership: Jack Mcllvain has been interviewed for District #3 seat. There are 4 additional applications pending; 1) Lisa Brunner for American Legion seat, 2) Sheweet Yohannes for Women’s Veterans seat, 3) Gloria Wilson need to know if she applied.  Could see her representing the Military Officers Association of America. Potentially.  4) One new candite Dylan Boldt from San Leandro.  Trying to find a charter veteran organization for him to represent.
Action: Luna will update the Commission Roster and follow up with D. Bolt and G. Wilson’s application status.

· Budget: The budget has been approved, the approved budget for 2024 is $9,000.00. The Memorial Day wreath was not included in the budget –Proposal needed for Memorial expenses.  AAA can help with the purchase of the wreath, but the commission will have to put in an early request. 

· PAL Legislation Recommendations: The following proposals are being considered for legislation:
· AB 46: Personal income taxes: exclusion: Military Services Retirement and Surviving Spouse Benefit Payment Act will aid surviving spouses.
· AB1882: Commissioner Gilmore is asking the Commission to support this bill, which will expand definition of “disabled veteran” and require the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue a special license plate to veterans who have a service-connected disability rating at 50% or greater but do not meet the qualifying eligibility criteria for disabled veterans.
· AB 1854:  Just introduced.  National Guard members get 180 days to defer payments if called for duty.

Action: The PACT Act was signed into law.  It makes it easier for most veterans to get care and benefits if they were exposed to toxins, assuming exposure for those who served in Vietnam, the Gulf War, and post 9/11.

Outreach:  
· Commissioner Farmer relayed that they need to discuss meeting times with staff.  Proposed to have meetings later in the day, so more people could attend.  
· Commissioner Farmer has correspondence with the D.A.’s office.  The Commission is trying to get the D.A. to be a guest speaker to talk about their Veteran’s Treatment Court in the Mentorship Program.  The D. A’s staff person will look at dates, so they can do that. 
Action: Commissioner Farmer will follow up with the D. A’s office to lock down date where the DA can come out and discuss the Mentorship Program.

· VSO: Commission is continuing its mission with a stand-alone Veterans Services Office (VSO).  The Veterans Services Officer position remains vacant and County staff is seeking to fill vacancy.
Action: Commissioner Farmer will follow up with Jennifer on possible VSO locations.

· Steet Plaques:  The Commission met with council member Carol Fife and she agreed to sponsor the resolution.  The resolution is going before the city council today at 3:30 pm.  After that we need to put it in front of Oak.Dot and convince them to agree to do it.  Also come up with the funds at the same time to present it. The Commissioners designated Regina Jackson as the designated fundraiser since the Commission is not allowed to do fundraising but are allowed to ask the Board of Supervisors for funds for specific initiatives.

· Stand UP/Down Event:  Commissioner Farmer stated that the Commission plans to invite CVO’s and three to four per category.  Commissioner Farmer spoke with his point of contact at Laney, and they decided to either have the Stand Down on May 4th or April 27 in Laney’s gym, so veterans can have access to showers.  Will also try to get pro bono dental care, standard table set-up for the different services. 
Action: Next Stand Down meeting is next Wednesday.
· Veteran Observation Days:  The Veterans Observance Day Sub- Committee that was initiated last month hasn’t met yet. The next observance day is the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day, which is March 29th.
Action: Commissioner Farmer will reach out with the Hornet to see if they are going to have another event this year.

	 GUEST SPEAKER
	Chabot College Veteran’s Program Presentation 
Presenter: Jessica Biel, Veteran’s Program Coordinator 
· Program goals: 1) boost in Categorical funds, 2) fill the Veterans Specialist Position (SCO), 3) obtain emergency funds for Veterans, 4) Establish a Technology Loan program and on-campus Nutrition Support, 5) Provide Veterans with transportation to campus.
· Current challenges being faced: Directing referrals to community programs, Mental Health services, Disability Rating Support, Housing/Financial Support, Peer Support Groups. 
· Currently there are 200 veterans on campus but only 75 are receiving. 
· A Veterans Panel will be held on April 9th from 12 to 1 pm at Chabot College.

	STAFF UPDATES
	Commissioner Joe LoParo mentioned that the Oakland Vet Center counseling staff member Hannah Pollock is currently at the Alameda Veteran’s Memorial Building on Thursdays from 8:30 to 5 p.m. to help.

	Announcements
	Commissioner Owens announced that the Alameda Veterans Group is doing Bingo on April 13th.
Commissioner Farmer mentioned the Regional Coast Guard Seminar will be on April 27th

	ADJOURNMENT
	Meeting was adjourned at 11:32 AM
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